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Synopsis

Students of entomology at every level need to be able to identify and classify the insects they study.
How to Know the Insects has helped generations of readers learn to do just that. The key to insect
orders the largest section of the book uses both written text and myriad illustrations to provide
identification details down to the family level as well as for common species of each family. In
addition, Bland and Jaques provide accounts of insect natural history, the basic biology of each
order and of most families, and extensive material in finding, collecting, and preserving insects. The
handbook serves as a valuable learning tool or reference for undergraduate and graduate students
of entomology, science educators, insect collectors, and anyone interested in the diversity of
insects. Title of related interest from Waveland Press: Pedigo-Rice, Entomology and Pest
Management, 6E (ISBN 9781478622857).
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Customer Reviews

"This is an excellent book! The heart of it is the keys. They are easy enough for introductory

students while a great resource for advanced students." --Stephanie Hill, University of Florida

Its not the product that | don't like. It is a fantastic book for my Entomology 400 level course. |
purchased a New copy and it came with the back cover bent and dented. Its minor but still unhappy
that it was not a pristine copy. | would’ve bought the cheaper non-prime if | would’ve known that this

one wouldn’t appear brand NEW.



| bought this book for my summer Etomology class. It is a very helpful book when you are trying to
identify insects, however some of the insect characteristics are hard to see in the diagrams
compaired to the real insect. A disecting microscope is strongly recommended when useing this
book, since most of the characteristics deal with segments on the legs or antennae, as well as wing
veins. These structures hare very hard to see with the naked eye. If a mistake is made in
classification it is easy to back track and find your mistake, becuase each step has the number of
the previous step. This book also gives you a good description of the insect’s charachteristics,
habitat, and other usefull information to verify the insect being classified. With this book | was able
to classify all of my insects for my collection. | did need some help from the professor and the
proctor, however most was just to double check myself. | also used the Peterson’s Insect Guide to
double check my classification. If you are looking for a book to identify insects for a collection, |
strongly recommend this one. However, if you need a book for quick identification in the feild, this

isn’t the best book for that purpose. For feild purposes use a insect feild guide.

| could use a few more species...

Very good condition.

As an amateur entomologist this is the best dichotomous key | have found. Simple to follow and

easy to understand yet complex enough to accurately key out to the order and often farther than

that!

| bought this on ?! Actually its a great book and full of amazingness!

Just the book for identifying unknown insects in your garden. It does not go into sub-adult stages at

all though, so don’t expect to identify larvae or nymphs. Very good book.

two thumbs up for !!!!
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